" .a Soviet military move agalinst Romaniag.
‘collecting intelligence on Soviet troop movements, especially in border
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Situation Report, 0600 hours RDT, Aupust 24, 1968

1. Dubcek a&nd Cernik Reported {un Moscow: Prague Radio relayed a
veport from the Free Slovak Radio at Nitra that £ive Slovak Comaun{st

leaders who had been arrested ¥riday morning werc released later in

‘the day, The radio statedithat while in detention the five were able

to speak with Bilak and Husak who ere in Moscow with Preefdent Svoboda,

- Husak reportedly told the:group that Dubcek and Cernik had been taken

to Moscow ahcad of the rest of the de)egation and had beon ypernitied :
to join the delegation, - .

2, Rumore of Soviet Move Apalnst Roméniaé A variety of reports of .
differing reliability rcflects growing concern over the possibility of
The Romanlans are strenuously

aveas; reportedly, the Romanians have been told that Soviet and Hungarien °

forces are deployed in llungary hetween the Tisza River and the Romanian .
border. # inte}ligence services ave disturbed [/ 34 S
by reports of Warsaw Pact power troop movements toward Romania. The .

Sovict Ambagsador {n London hae reportedly informed a Soviet official
to cancel his visit to Bucharest hecause of "great eventes there soon;™

"*  The Romanian Ambassador {n Washington claimed no information on such

" gald country has no intention of leaving Warsaw Pact,

rumors. of troop movements, disclaimed full mobilization in Romania, and
The Israelis

"“A>§qpqrt_yleﬂna telephone operator unable to contact thelr Buchaxest Embassy,

RS

3. Soviet Press Strceses Conspivacy Thesis: The Soviet media stress
the increasing Czechoslovak resistance as proof- of*extexnal and domestic
conspiracy against socialism Iin Czechos)ovakia, Jz2vestiva's Prague
correspoudent reports sthat the "provocateurs and counterrcvolutionaries"
are stirring up tension and tvrouble {n Prague and are slandering the
Warsaw Pact powers in publications such as Prace and Literarny Listy,
Vishnevskiy in Pravda blames Western propagands for formenting an anti-
communiet mood and notes without elaboration the dispute at the Geneva
ENDG. The TASS annoudcemant of the arvival of Svoboda {8 pegged to a
‘denunciation of "the Czech Party Congress as {llegal, Czech broadcasts
calling for the necutrality of.the country are vicwed as proof of a long-
"prepared conspiracy against socialist Czechoslovakia. .
| - .
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4, Prague Situatfon: ' Prague remained relatively caldm durfng the night
with oaly & few scattered incideonts of shooting reported. In one {néident,
somg shots fired at a student dormitory ncar the Americen Embassy reportedly
fell into the Embassy compound. No damage has been rcported by the Embassy.

5.  Yugoslav Reactfon: Friday moriiing Tito told our Ambassador in Belgrade
that strvong Yugoslav condemnation of Soviet intervention would intensify
“and that Spviot-Yugoslav relations will be devoid of trust and confidence.
A Yugoslav letter circulated at the UN termed Soviet favasion “in no way
Justified." In an ovoning apeech at a Yugoslav Comnuniat Party meecing.
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“... Hungerian Freedom Fighters and anti-Castro Cubans plen to-participate, A

\s“‘ -

.. 7ito blamed Soviet feer of the ‘¢pread of the Czechoslovak example to . :
other countxies for tntervention, he accused Soviet leaders of miscalculsting
consequences and of not congidering resction among Communist parties and
nonaligned countyies, Tito warned Yugoslavia will defend its independence

. 4f a threat should arise, PForcign Minister Nikezi€ termed 1nLe:ventLoa the
final collapse of & policy of 20 years duration,

6. Security Council Debatc. The Security Council on August 23 continued
. 1ts consideration of the Canadian "draft resolution which would have the :
" Secrctary General dispatch a special representative to Prague to ensure the -
- safety of Czech leaders, and then adjourned until 1130 houre EDT, August 24,
During the discussion a note from Czechoslovak DepuLy Premiex stk was
circulated which authorf{zed Cuzceh Forefgn Minister Hajek to tepresent :
Czechoslovakia in the Security Council and the United Nations. Hajek {8 |,
expected to participate in rodny & Security Counci{l session, although he
indicated to mewswca yesterday, after a meeting with Sacretary Gencxal U Thant,
* that he would not make a final decision on this until the time of the session,

7. Lucet-leddy Coaversation: French Ambassador Lucet at his request csllcd
on Asslstant Secretary Leddy on August 23 to oxchange views on the situation )
~ in Bastern Burope. Ambassador Lucet agreed.with Mr, Leddy that it would be
: " useful to exchange views on.the 1ecogn£tlon of any new Czech goveroment which
the Soviets euceeed in aseemh)lng.

8. ﬁntuxday Demonstratfon in Washington: A demonstration involvlng an
estimated 1,000 persons is planned for 1400 hours ETD Satuxdey ncar the
Soviot’ meassy. The peaceful demonstration may last two hours, Various

demonsttatton againat tho,BoViet UN Mission in New York may ba held at the
‘same time, i
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